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SUB J : TRIPARTITE AGREEMENT ON THE STRAITS OF MALACCA 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF "JOINT STATEMENT ON SAFETY OF NAVIGA- 
TION IN THE STRAITS OF MALACCA AND SINGAPORE" RELEASED 
MANILA FEB 24. TEXT OF AGREEMENT ITSELF NOT RFLF.ASF.D.N 

BEGIN TEXT. THE MEETING OF THE FOREIGN MINISTERS OF INDON- 
ESIA, MALAYSIA AND SINGAPORE WAS HELD IN MANILA ON 24 FEBRUARY 
1977 TO CONSIDER MEASURES TO ENHANCE SAFETY OF NAVIGATION AND 
TO PROMOTE CLOSE COOPERATION AND COORDINATION ON ANTI-POLLUTION 
POLICY AND MEASURES IN THE STRAITS OF MALACCA AND SINGAPORE. 
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H.E. ADAM MALIK, MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF INDONESIA, 
Y.B.M. TENGKU AHMAD RITHAUDDEEN, MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
OF MALAYSIA AND H.E. S. RAJARATNAM, MINISTER FOR FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS OF SINGAPORE, ATTENDED THE MEETING. 

THE FOREIGN MINISTERS CONSIDERED AND REVIEWED 
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THE REPORT OF THE SENIOR OFFICIALS MEETING HELD IN JAKARTA 
FROM 20 TO 21 DECEMBER, 1976 AND SIGNED THE AGREEMENT 
ON SAFETY OF NAVIGATION IN THE STRAITS OF MALACCA AND 
SINGAPORE ADOPTING THE FOLLOWING RECOMMENDATIONS: 

(I) VESSELS MAINTAIN A SINGLE UNDER KEEL CLEARANCE (UKC) OF 
AT LEAST 3.5 METERS AT ALL TIMES DURING THE ENTIRE PASSAGE 
THROUGH THE STRAITS OF MALACCA AND SINGAPORE AND THAT THEY 
ALSO TAKE ALL NECESSARY SAFETY PRECAUTIONS ESPECIALLY WHEN 
NAVIGATING THROUGH THE CRITICAL AREAS. 

(II) THE DELINEATION OF THE TRAFFIC SEPARATION SCHEME (TSS) 

IN THREE SPECIFIED CRITICAL AREAS OF THE STRAITS OF 
MALACCA AND SINGAPORE, NAMELY IN THE ONE FATHOM BANK AREA, 
THE MAIN STRAIT AND PHILIP CHANNEL, AND OFF HORSBURGH 
LIGHTHOUSE. 

Ill) DEEP DRAUGHT VESSELS, NAMELY VESSELS HAVING DRAUGHTS 
OF 15 METERS AND ABOVE, ARE REQUIRED TO PASS THROUGH THE 
DESIGNATED DEEP WATER ROUTE (DWR) IN THE STRAIT OF SINGAPORE 
UP TO BUFFALO ROCK AND ARE RECOMMENDED TO NAVIGATE IN THE 
SPECIFIED ROUTE FROM BUFFALO ROCK UP TO BATU BERHANTI AREA. 
OTHER VESSELS ARE RECOMMENDED NOT TO ENTER THE DWR EXCEPT 
IN AN EMERGENCY. 

(IV) NAVIGATIONAL AIDS AND FACILITIES BE IMPROVED FOR THE 
EFFECTIVE AND EFFICIENT IMPLEMENTATION OF THE TSS. 

(V) THE EXISTING VOLUNTARY REPORTING PROCEDURE AND MECHA- 
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NISM FOR LARGE VESSELS BE MAINTAINED. 

(VI) THE PRINCIPLE OF VOLUNTARY PILOTAGE THROUGH THE CRITICAL 
AREAS IN THE STRAIGHT OF SINGAPORE BE APPLIED. 

(VII) VLCCS AND DEEP DRAUGHT VESSELS ARE ADVISED TO NAVI- 
GATE AT A SPEED OF NOT MORE THAN 12 KNOTS DURING THEIR 
PASSAGE THROUGH CRITICAL AREAS, AND THAT NO OVERTAKING 
BE ALLOWED IN THE DWR. 

(VIII) CHARTS AND CURRENT AND TIDAL DATA BE IMPROVED. 

(IX) RULE 10 OF THE INTERNATIONAL REGULATIONS FOR PREVENTING 
COLLISIONS AT SEA, 1972, BE APPLIED AS FAR AS PRACTICABLE 
WITHIN THE TSS. 

(X) THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE TSS SHOULD NOT POSE A FINANCIAL 
BURDEN ON THE COASTAL STATES AND THE NECESSARY FUNDS BE 
OBTAINED FROM THE USERS. 
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(XI) A JOINT POLICY TO DEAL WITH MARINE POLLUTION BE FORMU- 
LATED. 

(XII) ALL TANKERS AND LARGE VESSELS NAVIGATING THROUGH THE 
STRAITS OF MALACCA AND SINGAPORE BE ADEQUATELY COVERED BY 
INSURANCE AND COMPENSATION SCHEMES. 

THE FOREIGN MINISTERS OF INDONESIA, MALAYSIA AND SINGAPORE 
EXPRESSED THEIR APPRECIATION TO THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES FOR HAVING PROVIDED THE FACILITIES 
FOR THEIR MEETING IN MANILA. SULLIVAN UNQUOTE VANCE 
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